The Bloody Assi*
seen the verdict in the faces of all around him and heard
the expectation of it in the murmurs of the mob in the
Hall.
The charge against the prisoner was that he had com-
mitted high treason by endeavouring to subvert the Pro-
testant religion, to stir up rebellion and sedition, and to
kill the King.
These were the three charges against the other prisoners
that were tried for being parties to what was known as the
Popish Plot. Many were guilty of the first two, no doubt,
but the plot to kill the King was quite a different affair.
Those whose memories go back to the days of the Parnell
Commission will remember that many honest and respect-
able English patriots believed that everyone who supported
Home Rule was a traitor, and a tacit if not an active partisan
of the murder gang with its headquarters in Dublin, a few
adherents in England, and a large body of subscribers in the
United States,
Pigott was a similar figure in history to Titus Gates.
He was lauded by The Times and the Conservative patty of
the day, just as Gates was by the Whigs and Protestants of
1678. Pigott, like Gates, had lived among the plotters and
knew some secrets, but was not definite enough for his
employers, and had to resort in the end to perjury and
forgery. A generation that has seen Sir Richard Webster*
the soul of probity and honour, put Pigott in the box as a
witness of truth, has no stones to throw at the Crown Counsel
of the time of Charles II. in their use of Titus Dates.
We must remember, too, that assassination plots were not
regarded with the same disfavour then as they are now-
adays. " Lying Dick " Talbot, who was a great favourite
of the Duke of York, and had been his gentleman of the
bedchamber, was certainly party to a plot to murder
Cromwell He was one of the Popish plotters, too, and
was in Ireland at the time of its discovery. When James
came to his own he created this scoundrel Earl of Tyrconnel,
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